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Introduction: Climate Change in International 
Politics Now and Then1) 

Over the years, the discussion of climate change as a global problematic had evolved so much, changing

its primary domain, stakeholders, and its level of international public traction as well. This dynamism was

paralleled by a fluctuating degree of international policy attention that diffused at times and intensified at

others. As for the changing domains, climate change initially moved from the realm of environmental

science to human security studies, and then beyond it to reach high profile peace and security agendas.

As it moved it didn’t shed its previous skins, in fact, it just added new dimensions to its compound

character. So, it is now a hardcore peace and security topic, a long standing environmental issue and a

threat to human security even in the crudest sense. It intersects with political accountability (both

international and domestic), inter-state competition and collaboration, and affects electoral outputs. It is

at the core of in international governance and diplomacy with almost a consensus that it is a collective

burden and a shared concern.

It’s stakeholders, accordingly, grew to include not only environmental scientists and activists, but also

political scientists and policymakers, and even average citizens from around the world worried about

what they are seeing in terms of record-breaking devastations caused by extreme weather events. Fires

burnt for days in Australia and in the Amazon, hurricanes ravaged the Caribbean, and the glacial melt

threatens entire communities in the mountains of Asia and Europe. In the US things aren’t any different. It

experienced 18-billion-dollar weather disasters in 2021 with hurricane Ida being the most devastating

and costly. In the MENA, more recurrent and increasingly extreme floods occur in Iran and Somalia, and

droughts had become longer in Euphrates & Tigris rivers of Iraq. In addition, a very recent case of flood

happened in Aswan governorate of Egypt where heavy rains in November resulted in the death of three

people and the injury of 450 others and due to the blockage of main roads, some villages were totally

isolated. So, climate change is on everyone’s radar as an Emerging threat.

The level of policy and public attention it enjoys now is a new high with unprecedented urgency and

momentum. A key recent turning point was the fifth assessment report of the the Intergovernmental

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The (IPCC) is the United Nations body for assessing the science related to

human-induced climate change. The significance of the Fifth Assessment Report lies in the fact that

it heavily informed the landmark Paris Agreement of 2015. The Agreement's goal is to keep the rise in

mean global temperature to well below 2 °C (3.6 °F) above pre-industrial levels, and preferably limit the

increase to 1.5 °C (2.7 °F), recognizing that this would substantially reduce the effects of climate change.

This established a new urgency and a sort of accountability that wasn’t there before in international and

domestic policies.
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On the International public attention front, another milestone was the uptake of climate change as a topic

by the youth age group that either had just gained voting rights or are gaining it shortly. Of course, climate

change had become, with varying degrees, relevant to people across age groups, however, the age group

that made it its cause are the youngerts mainly. They use social media to build momentum and increase

public attention and, hence, policy attention. Many would agree that among the main faces of climate

activism is Greta Thunberg, a Swedish teenager. Undoubtedly, there are more famous and influential

figures enthusiastic for climate change activism, for example like Leonrado Dicaprio. But what is exactly

specific about climate change is the fact that its among very few topics that has youngsters interest of

that scale and intensity. For this group, climate change in not only an existential threat it is a social

responsibility and a positive cultural badge and that is partly why it politicized a typically non-politically

active group. Another manifestation as well as a cause for the increased international attention is the

political economy forming around climate change. So, if someone managed to not follow up news on

agreements or events, they will come across an environment- friendly store, restaurant or product.

Climate change had become the buzz, the badge.

1.1. The Aim of this Report
The aim of this report is to underscore the urgency to start acting on the interlinkages between climate 

change and peace in the MENA. It does so by throwing light on the effects of climate change on peace in a 

region already suffering instability and unpacking the interplay between them. Then, it highlights key 

intervention points that will help mitigate further erosion of peace. The cases chosen are Egypt (with 

some reference to Sudan), Syria and Yemen.
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Climate Change and its Interlinkages to 
Peace: How is the Climate Changing in the 
MENA Region and with What Effects?

2) 
Climate change has been for more than a decade now seen as a ‘threat multiplier’ that may exacerbate

existing tensions and schisms in fragile and volatile regions ravaged with intra-state conflict, rapid

population growth, urbanization, and poor governance. That is because it has the potential to trigger new

ecological disasters, biodiversity and ecosystem loss that would strain social, economic and political

systems through large-scale transboundary migration and internal displacement, as well as food and

water shortages.

2.1. A Dry Region Under Stress
The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) is among the world’s most water-stressed regions and that,

definitely, is at the core of its added vulnerability to climate change. Also, temperature there has

continued to increase for decades and is projected to increase even more in the coming decades through

the end of the century. According to a report by the (IPCC), the Mediterranean region will suffer a rise in

temperature bigger than global average by around 20%.

As for droughts, studies project increasingly lengthy droughts in some parts of MENA. These include

annual dry spells projected to last longer by 2040. According to reports, the region is experiencing a high

level of renewable freshwater stress that is nearly twice the world average and by far the highest of any

region in the world. There are, however, differences in these stress levels across the sub-regions. Stress

levels are extremely high in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), particularly in the UAE, Saudi, and Kuwait,

as well as in Libya. In Lebanon, Morocco, and Mauritania, stress levels are considerably lower than in the

(GCC) and in the region as a whole on average.

Other studies project less precipitation along the MENA’s Mediterranean coast through this century and

an increase in precipitation in other MENA regions which may contribute to flooding.

Also, rising sea levels are contributing to more frequent flooding and more extensive coastal storm

flooding. By 2050, portions of Iraq’s second-largest city, Basra, could experience chronic coastal flooding

as well as Alexandria.
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2.2. Conflict Triggering Dynamics
Agriculture and food and water security: water security is emerging more and more as a threat in the

region. There are many reasons for this insecurity: high waste rate and unsustainable water management

and recycling, rapid population growth, urbanization and climate change.

Climate change in causing Change in precipitation where rainfall is a major source of freshwater, as well

as extended droughts. As for food security, most of MENA’s agricultural production is rain-fed (In fact,

according to the World Bank, 85% of water for many countries in the region is used for agriculture) and

agricultural production is sensitive to changes in heat, drought, and precipitation patterns. Historically,

limited arable land, water scarcity, and other environmental constraints limit regional agricultural

production. That is why the region has coped with this limitedness that is even more complicated by rapid

population growth and urbanization by importing food. Reliance on food imports is anticipated to persist

and even increase as water stress increases. This makes the region’s food security more vulnerable to

international market shocks. This is especially a complicated situation in a world in which demand for food

and water is expected to increase 50% by 2050.

Livelihoods and Radicalization: 

In the MENA region several countries (Syria, Iraq, and Lebanon) are divided along ethnic/sectarian lines, 

and thus armed sub-state and non-state actors and terrorist groups could well increase their appeal to 

sectors of the population disaffected by climate change. These effects on livelihoods make the soil fertile 

for recruitment as the groups using force and violence promise certain shields from the harsh economic 

conditions. In fact, this was the case in Iraq, when a drought or an episode of extreme heat or cold hit 

Northern and Western Iraq after 2009, it became a customary thing for Iraqis living there to get a visit 

from ISIS recruiters. This massive effect becomes even more the case given that nearly 40% of the MENA 

region’s population lives in rural areas, and therefore the livelihoods of millions are directly linked to the 

availability of freshwater for agricultural and pastoral economic activities. Of course, the linkages are 

stronger in the lower-income and agriculture-based societies where not only is the dependency on 

freshwater resources for livelihoods high, but the availability of alternative sources of freshwater, 

including for basic human consumption, is low as well.
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Migration and Increased Political Unrest: 

Definitely rising food prices and water shortages, if long enough, have the potential to trigger urban 

unrest. In Syria, for example, disaffected rural residents formed the main opposition against the Assad 

regime in 2011. Also, in North Africa, local protests about water shortages occurred in 2017-2018. These 

instabilities even increase with exodus of migrants crossing the borders to find shelter from un-

inhabitable regions because of climate change. In a region like the Middle East, many communities are 

already tense with very delicate ethnic and cultural balances, these alterations would prove explosive if 

they occurred in large scale. Also, the pressure on infrastructures and poor public goods and services will 

further complicate the arising tensions no doubt.   

Governance: 

Some countries in the region, specifically the GCC, will be able to afford expensive adaptations but many 

MENA governments’ inability to address water and heat challenges will increase public frustration against 

the government performance. For example, in Iraq, public protests have expressed frustration over power 

shortages. In fact, there is another problem that could potentially arise, that is the unequal distribution of 

mitigations and adaptations across different classes and regions within the same country. Of course, such 

imbalance of service delivery could trigger grievances among some sectors of the society and actually 

that was the case in Yemen as will be shown shortly.
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Cases3) 
3.1. Egypt: A Tense Case of Hydro-Politics
Rising Temperature and Sea Levels and their Effects on Food Security

The Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative index (ND-GAIN) is an index that measures the countries’

exposure, sensitivity, and ability to adapt to the negative impacts of climate change. The index score is

composed of a Vulnerability and a Readiness Scores. In 2019, Egypt ranked the 102nd country out of 182

countries in the vulnerability to climate change effects index assuring only how Egypt can suffer drastic

effects due to climate change.
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According to the Egyptian Meteorological Authority

(EMA) summer of this year was the hottest in terms

of temperatures in comparison to the past five

years, as the temperatures increased by around 3 to

4 degrees Celsius which is higher than the usual

rates. Egypt is also going through a statistically

significant reduction of annual precipitation amounts

over the past three decades reaching 22% decrease.

Future projections for Egypt’s Climate indicate that

Egypt will suffer from sea level rise, water scarcity

and an increase in the frequency and intensity of

extreme weather events such as heat waves, flash

floods, heavy rains, sand and dust storms. Which will in turn have drastic effects on agriculture and

fisheries, water resources, tourism, health, housing and tourism. A very recent example of how an

extreme weather event affected a vital life aspect was when heavy rains across most of the country

made the government decide to suspend schools.

According to the head of the Egyptian Climate Change and Renewable Energy Information Center, this 

year’s crops yield was below the previously expected amounts due to the climate change. Mangoes and 

olives crops were the most affected this year due to unexpected changes in the weather resulting in a 

significant drop than last year’s yield. The threat to the agriculture sector is immense, as rising sea levels 

in the Mediterranean could see the loss of around one third of the Delta’s arable land. More problematic is 

that Egypt still depends on imports to satisfy the need of strategic goods and food, and that the Egyptian 

population is one of the biggest on the globe (102 million – 2020) having a high population growth rate 

with estimates to reach 160 million people by 2050.

© The Egyptian Meteorological Authority 
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Water Scarcity, Extra-Territoriality and Inter-Sate Conflict

The Nile River has been the vein of life for Egyptians for as far as history goes and the Delta region where

most agriculture activities are located hosts several primary cities inhabited by millions of people and 95%

of Egypt’s water supply comes from the Nile. The Delta region is considered one of the world’s three

“extreme” vulnerability hotspots. This primary dependence on the Nile River which serves as the source of

water for agriculture, fishing, and electricity generation makes Egypt highly vulnerable to Climate change;

Rising temperatures, and reduced rainfall.
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The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) has been a pressing issue on Egypt’s national security. 

Ethiopia an upstream country took a unilateral decision to construct the dam and more problematically 

decided to stick to a filling phase of 4 years instead of 7 as previously agreed with the downstream 

countries (Egypt and Sudan). The GERD is a mega dam that can withhold 70 billion m3 of water and use it 

to generate electricity for Ethiopia. However, its effects on Egypt and Sudan are very problematic as it 

means decreasing the annual amount of water received during the filling years and greater effects in the 

upcoming drought years and from the previously mentioned, droughts and floods are increasing in 

intensity and frequency which means that tampering with Egypt’s and Sudan’s water supplies are as 

close as threatening the lives of the people of the two countries. It’s noteworthy that Egypt and Sudan 

are already under the internationally defined threshold for water scarcity.

© DW



Climate Change and Peace in the MENA: A Dry Region Under Stress

Throughout the past couple of years Egypt and Sudan addressed the international community and the 

regional partners by addressing the Security Council and The African Union asking them to hold their 

responsibility of preserving peace and security against the unilateral actions taken by Ethiopia. 

Egypt has also engaged in countless rounds of negotiations to claim its historic right in the water supply.

3.2. Yemen
Water Scarcity, Displacement and Unrest

Yemen is considered to be one for the most water stressed countries in the world, its main source of

water is rain and Yemenis dig wells to use groundwater. Water availability in Yemen is 150 cubic meters

per person per year, whereas the Middle East has an average of 1,250 cubic meters per person per year.

Noteworthy is that 93% of water consumption in Yemen in directed towards the agriculture sector, which

contributes to around 13% of GDP. However, 40% of water supply is used to cultivate qat, a water

intensive cash crop which is a narcotic that holds no nutritional value to humans, yet consumed by

majority of the population. Prolonged periods of drought, Rapid population growth averaging at 3% year,

Changing rainfall patterns, with increasingly dispersed and violent downpours.

According to a study by San’aa University, 70% to 80% of conflicts in rural Yemen are related to water. In

Yemen, competition over water could lead to deadly conflicts, which causes families and tribes to be

displaced. In past years, entire villages had been displaced due to depletion of water, most displaced

people went to cities, which further strained water supplies in the cities. For example, in Taiz public

networks deliver water only once every thirty to sixty days.

08
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The introduction of diesel-operated pumps and deep-drilling technology, which enables the more

privileged Yemenis to access groundwater at greater depths, which then causes shallow wells, used by

small-holders, to dry up. This caused conflicts to worsen and weakened the government that’s already

inefficient because of years of civil war. In fact, some analysts maintain that the rise of the Houthi rebels

could be in part attributed to a water conflict. Wealthy landowners drilled deep wells to irrigate high-value

fruit crops, while the majority of smallholders were impoverished, as their wells dried up and lost their

agricultural potential. The rise of the Houthi rebels could be a response to the actions of the elite hoarding

and exploiting limited resources.

Yemen’s water crisis is further exacerbated by the ongoing proxy civil war, in which water is used as a

weapon. There had been many instances since the beginning of the war whereby both sides of the

conflict block humanitarian aid, destroy dams, reservoirs, and freshwater pipes that hold drinking water,

and even confiscating water at from civilians. This lack of clean drinking water has been linked to the

outbreak of cholera, which has killed around 3,989 individuals from 2016 till 2020.

Rising Sea-Levels and Temperature Effects on Livelihoods

Rising sea-levels are expected to put more than 50% of Yemen’s coast at risk and affect more than 55% of

the country’s coastal population. Rising sea-levels would cause salt-water intrusion which would render

coastal aquifers water undrinkable, further exacerbating the country’s water scarcity problem. Though it

is recommended to build desalination plants to curb potential water shortages, however it might be

infeasible to do so due to them being likely targets of attacks if the ongoing civil war persists.

Dangers of rising sea-levels pertain to coastal erosion, damaging infrastructure, community displacement

and threaten marine ecosystems. It is worth noting that coastal areas contribute to about 52% of GDP

and fisheries contribute 2.4% of GDP.

Fisheries is Yemen’s second largest exporter making up 15% of total exports. It is also a source of income

and food security for almost one million people in Yemen. Rising sea levels are already damaging Yemen’s

aquaculture and thus causing families to lose their livelihoods and be forced to migrate. Migration is so far

straining Yemen’s resources, which is leading to heightened tensions and more individuals to be prone to

join militia armies.
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Going faster than the global average,

Yemen’s temperature has increased by

1.8o Celsius in the past fifty years and is

expected to increase by 3.3o Celsius by

2060 and by 5.1o by the end of the century,

according to the Intergovernmental Panel

on Climate Change. Hotter areas are

already expected to experience yield

reductions in agricultural land. Importing

70% to 90% of its staple food, Yemen is

facing the worst famine in the world with

16.2 million Yemenis, 54% of total

population, considered to be food

insecure.1 Amidst the worsening condition,

food prices continue to surge due to an

eroding Yemeni rial reliant on decreasing

crude oil export revenues which further

decrease household purchasing power for

staple foods. Though experiencing heavy

rain fall in some regions, models predict

10

that there will be more prolonged droughts and heatwaves. Both more intensified flooding and droughts

are likely to negatively impact the already fragile state of food security.

Further causing damage to Yemen’s agricultural crops and aggravating food security is Desert Locusts

infestation. Desert Locusts have so far affected 4,609 hectares of farmland and is expected to cause

agricultural losses amounting to $222 million. Desert Locusts are usually present in dry and coastal areas.

In recent years, increasingly hotter climates and changes in rainfall patterns have created conditions

conducive to locusts’ plague development.

The greatest impact of desert locust’s plagues is most felt by agricultural communities who have their

lands ravaged and pastures lost. Locusts are a danger to food security in Yemen, however; the Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO) was able to help Yemen strengthen its locust response through building a

network of Desert Locusts Control Centers to respond and prevent locust infestations.

© FOA, The World Bank

1 Humanitarian Needs Overview Yemen
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3.3. Syria
Water Scarcity, Extra-Territoriality and Inter-Sate Conflict

Based on assessments of water availability, Syria suffers from water scarcity. It receives less than 250

mm of rainfall annually and due to Syria’s population increase from around 3 million in 1950 to over 22

million in 2012, the country’s total per capita renewable water availability (excluding water committed to

be delivered to downstream parties on shared rivers) decreased from over 5500 m3 per person per year

to under 760 m3 by 2012 which is a level categorized as “scarce”. Moreover, it is estimated by the Food

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) that the total renewable water availability, including both renewable

surface and groundwater, in the country is around 16.8 km3 yr−1 of which nearly 60% originates from

outside of its borders. all the country’s major rivers (the Tigris, Euphrates, Orontes, and Yarmouk/Jordan)

are shared with neighboring countries, tensions have always taken place between Jordan and Syria since

the early 1990s. They occurred mainly because of the construction and operation of Syrian dams on the

Yarmouk River. On another front, there is a deep-rooted dispute between Syria and Turkey over the

management of the Euphrates River. Due to the decline in average annual flow in the river at the Turkish–

Syrian border as well as the decrease in precipitation in the region over the past several decades, along

with the completion of the Ataturk Dam, those tensions have worsened. Turkey and Syria share water

basins and almost 90% of the Euphrates water flow to Syria come from Turkey. The 2 border countries

agreed in 1987 that Syria’s share would be an annual average of 500 cubic metres per second of water,

however, this amount has dropped to 200 cubic meters recently due to 25%-55% reduction in annual

surface runoff from the Euphrates–Tigris watersheds. Additionally, the Euphrates flows inside Syria are in

an area controlled by the Kurdish authorities which Turkey considers affiliated to the outlawed Turkish

Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). Hence, Syria’s Kurds are accusing Turkey of weaponizing water by

tightening up the upstream and holding more water than necessary in its dams and urged Turkey to

untap the upstream then. Nevertheless, Turkey denied reducing the amount of water released but also

pointed out how disastrous the drought periods that the country experiences are due to climate change

as rainfall in southern Turkey was "the lowest in the last 30 years".

Climate Change and Unrest in 2011
Syria has been hit by six significant droughts over the past century (Particularly from 1900 to 2005) in

which the country has witnessed a drop in precipitation to around one-third of the normal. However, from

2006 to 2011, Syria experienced the worst multi-season, multiyear drought in around 900 years. It led to

severe consequences: (1) agricultural failures, (2) water shortages and mismanagement, (3) economic

dislocations, and (4) population displacement.
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Syria used to have relatively fertile and productive lands in

the past, adding the benefits the farmers used to have

from the state's promotion of staple

crop production between the 1970s and 1990s. However,

this disastrous occurrence resulted in decreased

precipitation and rising temperatures that caused

desertification and devastation of agricultural land, which

12

83%

12% 6%

Total Food Sprinkler Drip

Syrian Irrigated Area (Hectares)
Source: Weather, Climate, and Society 

led to drop in yields of wheat and barley by 47% and 67%, respectively, as well as the loss of 85% of the

country’s livestock. Therefore, the country started to import large quantities of grain and eventually food

prices doubled. Those agricultural failures between 2006 and 2009 affected around 1.3 million

inhabitants of eastern Syria. It is also estimated that 800 thousand people lost their income and support

to their basic food needs. Furthermore, the situation has worsened in 2011 that the UN estimated that

around 3 million people were severely affected, with 1 million people suffering from food insecurity.

Additionally, according to the FAO’s a series of agricultural and food assessments in March and August

2011, and again in June 2012, it is estimated that 3 million people are in “urgent need” of food assistance.

FAO also noted that the water used for agriculture is unsustainable as only less than one-fifth of the

irrigated area used modern sprinklers or drip systems.

© Weather, Climate, and Society 

Consequently, over 1.5 million people who are mostly

farmers and agricultural workers migrated from rural

areas to the cities, leading to an increased urban

unemployment rate along with social unrest and

economic dislocations, leaving the impoverished farmers

in rural areas as easy targets for recruitment in terrorist

groups. Besides, Bashar Assad's decisions to reduce fuel,

water and food subsidies had an effect on aggravating the

crisis. That being said, Amnesty International estimated

that 6.6 million people have been displaced within Syria

since 2011.
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2020 Euphrates Water Crisis & Drought and its
Spillovers to Food and Energy Security

13

After having around 412,000 internally displaced people

returned to their homes in Syria according to estimates

done by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the United

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

Affairs (OCHA), Syria witnessed another drought in

autumn 2020. The eastern region of the Mediterranean

Basin has experienced unseasonably low levels of rainfall

leading to drought conditions in Syria and Iraq as the

precipitation level decreased during the 2020/2021

winter season. Consequently, this deficit negatively

affected crop development in the critical period from January to April of 2021. More and above, water flows

from Euphrates River from Turkey dropped roughly from 500m3 per second in January 2021 to 214m3 per

second in June 2021, leaving the hydroelectric potential of the the Tishreen and Tabqa Dams, two of the

most significant reservoirs in Syria, diminished resulting in reduced energy production. This in turn, has led to

power blackouts across northeastern Syria, and limited electricity to 1-2 hours a day in other locations

which, accompanied by reduction in the operation of 54 out of 73 water pumping stations in the western

bank of the Euphrates, has negatively impacted the availability of drinking water in some governorates.

Therefore, agricultural production and food security are at risk because of water shortages. It is also noticed

that contaminated water poses public health risks as the number of acute diarrhea cases recorded in the

northeast in May 2021 reached (17,166) compared to the same month in 2020 (7,355). As expected, Syria

currently ranks 7th out of 191 countries on a global risk index and is predicted to persist as the temperatures

in the Mediterranean basin are to increase in the coming years, and water scarcity is to persist. Additionally,

climatic events such as droughts would likely be more severe and frequent due to the deteriorated

humanitarian and economic situation and the unpreparedness to natural disaster in the country, which

makes Syria the third highest at risk of drought among the nine countries rated as ‘very high risk’.

© Louai Beshara - Getty Images 
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Recommendations and Policy Responses4) 
A. Correcting for a Conceptual Bias in the International Scholarship on Climate

Change as Only a ‘Threat Multiplier’ in the MENA
There is a scholarly and policy consensus on climate change as a threat multiplier rather than a cause of

conflict as well in volatile regions as the MENA. That could be the case with other volatile regions such as:

but MENA has its particularity in this. A review of current regional politics and tension lines reveals that in

the context of the MENA water scarcity doesn’t only multiply existing threats, it also has the potential to

trigger conflicts, especially inter-state, that otherwise won’t exist. Mere multiplication is surely not the

case with the middle east that is the driest region in the world with more than 50% of its water come

from outside it crossing borders and intersecting with different political agendas. So, water causes

conflicts this is the case with countries where water originates extra-territorially. For example, in the case

of Egypt the unfolding tensions with Ethiopia that at times really neared a potential military escalation are

mainly and squarely of hydro-political nature and weren’t existing before. The effects of climate change

on Egypt’s water and food security had made the construction of the GERD (with the terms put forward

by Ethiopia) a non-negotiable existential threat that is worth a military confrontation if needed. Also, in

the case of Syria the climate change-induced water scarcity made Turkey’s weaponization of water

against it a real pain with a real cost. Again, this isn’t multiplication, this is direct causation. Hydro-politics

had emerged and continues to emerge as a main fault line in the region IR. It is vital this conceptual bias

gets corrected because any policy starts with scholarly grounds. The MENA isn’t a typical volatile region

that fits the threat-multiplier framework. Generally, there has to be more realistic frameworks that

accommodates the complexity of each region, but to put a label on all volatile regions without paying

attention to specifities is a dangerous mistake.

B. International Policy Re-Orientation: Operationalizing the Peace-Climate Nexus
International policy tackling climate change and peacebuilding had persistently been operating in silos

without any real on-the-ground effort to integrate both vectors despite a growing recognition of the

interactions between both vectors. This recognition happened on the discursive level with calls being

made to take a holistic and cross-functional approach to peacebuilding and climate change but with little,

if any reflection on the polices. We still don’t see a peace-keeping mission or a peace-building effort that

is working in a climate affected area that has the potential of spilling over to a conflict. The peace-climate

nexus has to be operationalized.
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C. National Visions Revision: Recognizing the WEF Nexus
In their visions climate action pledges are made and emissions targets are put, but each of the three vectors

food, water and energy are tackled largely independently and that’s the problem. water, energy and food

WEF nexus will ensure that policy planning and implementation is well positioned to maintain the pillars of

sustainability and peace. Food and water security are safety valves against instability or unrest induced by

climate change effects on livelihoods. The WEF nexus is defined as an approach that integrates the

interactions and synergies between water, energy, and food when undertaking the management of these

resources. climate change impact is cross-sectoral, and therefore require a cross-sectoral mitigation and

adaptation approaches. WEF nexus approach offers opportunities to build resilient systems and mitigate

trade-offs and hence improve sustainability in three livelihoods determinants.

D. Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies Not Ad Hoc Solutions
Policymakers in the MENA region has to catch up with the fast-moving reality of the effects of climate

change and that it is here to stay. The effects are becoming more and more visible and it is not going to be a

long time until there will be a public demand for functional policies. Up until the moment the solutions put in

place when facing any of the effects are at best ad hoc. Hence, there has to be more long-term mitigation

and adaptation strategies that inform practical and effective policies.
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